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We hope this April newsletter finds you well
after a relaxing Easter break. We trust you had
a chance to enjoy valuable time with your loved
ones over the holidays.

In a world rapidly evolving since President
Trump’s inauguration, the pace and impact of
numerous executive orders continue to shape
global narratives. The media suggest we are
heading into a time of significant change—far
from ‘business as usual’.

What effect will the tariffs have on our aircraft
parts? Note that our industry predominantly
relies on the USA for aviation.

Industry Updates

Air Services Licensing Council (ASLC)
(Domestic and international) Appointments

Closer to home, changes in the composition of
the International and Domestic Air Services
Licensing Councils are promising. We anticipate
a more agile and accommodating approval
process within the framework of existing
regulations, even as work continues on the new
Air Services Licensing Bill under the directive of
the Minister of Transport.

CAASA and BARSA are deeply involved and still
await feedback from our members for
comments to add value to our input into this
reinvigorated bill preparation. 

Cont.



AAD 2026 – Gearing Up

Preparations for AAD 2026 are already in full swing. Early Bird bookings are open, with
improvements underway based on lessons learned from previous editions. As lead partner,
CAASA remains actively engaged. The finance team is conducting audits, and leadership is
establishing a new HR committee to align our employment policies with AAD’s growing
national presence. We are on track and plan to deliver an excellent AAD 2026 with our
partners AMD and ARMSCOR.

We are pleased that AAD has announced MILKOR as a confirmed lead sponsor. The event’s
uptake with several additional participant contracts is being finalised and should increase
our confirmed participation list.

Meetings with the Minister of Transport

CAASA and leading industry CEOs recently engaged with the Minister of Transport. We are
encouraged by acknowledging four key focus areas that impact the sector, which the
Minister instructed the regulators to address. These areas include:

ASLC Act and Licensing Reforms

Draft revisions and meetings are ongoing. Members have been sent documentation for
comment, with the next ASL Bill Workgroup meeting scheduled for 6 May 2025.

FAA Bilateral Agreements

While we progress, political dynamics between the USA and RSA may influence the
outcomes. The Director of Civil Aviation (DCA) will provide an update within the six-month
report-back cycle.

Aircraft Registration and Exit Process

Ongoing administrative issues remain a challenge. The team is revising exit documentation
to understand why aircraft owners deregister from the RSA. Our contention is the significant
time the regulator takes to bring aircraft onto our register and the methodologies the
regulator’s staff use to slow the process down and affect the internal Service level
standards report back system.

CAASA continues to advocate for a more efficient, template-based system akin to
Australia’s, although the regulator’s preference for TGM remains a concern. We have guided
them to look at Australia, where a similar system would bring standardisation and
efficiencies. Have a look at it if you’re interested. 

• Click here: Manual Authoring and Assessment Tool (MAAT) – CASA Australia
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Drone Registration

Our economist estimates over 120,000 drones have entered RSA, but the only reliable data is
post 2020, yet only 3,000 are registered commercially through the RLA. This poses a serious
potential safety risk to manned aviation. 

CAASA strongly supports the mandatory registration of all drones, akin to mobile phone
registration, to ensure proper training and oversight. However, note we believe this should be a
free registration capturing FICA-type requirements like name, address, mobile number, email
address, and drone’s serial number. If they are familiar with the system, we can educate them
and raise safety standards.

We are adding some drone trends for interest sake created by our very own friendly economist
Fanie, noting that SARS now monitors the numbers, and we believe this is accurate compared
with the regulator’s fundamental understanding of the market.

Drone Import/Export Trends – March 2025 Analysis

The latest SARS data (Tariff 88.06 – Unmanned Aircraft) provides deeper insight into South
Africa’s drone activity. CAASA’s analysis includes four drone classes:

           •         Total (all drones)
           •         < 7kg
           •         7–150kg
           •         Other

Key Highlights:

Imports are steadily increasing in both volume and value.
The <7kg category remains dominant, aligned with photography, surveying,  agriculture, and
recreational flying use.
Larger drones (7–150kg) showed an import uptick in 2024, suggesting expanding industrial
applications.
Exports lag imports, except in the “Other” category, where local production or re-export is
gaining traction.

Alignment with National Stats:

SARS has recorded an estimated 50,000–60,000 drones entering circulation in South Africa,
most weighing under 7kg. However, authorities have registered only around 3,000 for
commercial use.

Devolution of Power: Recreational Aviation

The feasibility of devolving oversight of recreational aviation remains contentious. CAASA
believes that this sector, like in other global jurisdictions, should be overseen by specialised
entities such as AROs or Aero clubs. This would allow the regulator to focus on commercial
aviation and ICAO compliance. A workshop on this matter, which is to be hosted by the DCA
and tasked by the Minister, will be forthcoming next month.
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Airworthiness Updates – AIC 18/19 Withdrawal

Authorities have replaced the withdrawal of AIC 18/19 with amendments to Part 43, which
include provisions related to the 12-year engine calendar life requirements. Lobang Thanantso
plans to lead a long-awaited industry workshop addressing ongoing airworthiness concerns,
particularly those related to older aircraft. The workshop will introduce industry-leading
methodologies that could guide other nations facing similar challenges if developed correctly.
 

Due to conflicting member positions (e.g., AMOs vs. operators), CAASA cannot adopt a unified
stance now. CAASA board members explore these complexities best during meetings, where
affiliate presidents engage in in-depth discussions.

Part 139 Subpart 5 – Progress Report

This subpart is now in effect. Despite some teething issues, the regulator has shown
responsiveness regarding documentation and turnaround times. Many Category 1 and 2 airfields
are now transitioning to the more flexible Subpart 5 framework. 

Despite its extensive workshops and consultations, many aerodrome owners have overlooked this
four-year project. At some point, there must be a line in the sand, and in this case, this
department has, within its limitations, tried to accommodate and continues to do so. While not
all Departments at the regulator are equally effective, we must give credit where it’s due. The
process isn’t smooth sailing now, and it won’t be immediately—but it will stabilise over time. It
seems that ANSO and the operators must spearhead the education of the aerodrome owners
should they wish to have commercial flights to these aerodromes.

During the promulgation process, one clause used the word ‘aircraft’ instead of ‘aeroplane,’
which raised concerns among helicopter operators. CAASA and HASA addressed the issue
directly with the department, and they expect to correct it through the CARCom process.

Airfield registration, i.e. ( not licensing or approvals) remains free and is relatively
straightforward, enhancing the depiction of serviceable airfields on the aviation map and
improving safety. 

Helicopter Route Updates

The IMC/VMC departure and blue route regulation amendments for helicopters have been
approved and are pending formal promulgation. In the interim, several companies have secured
individual AMOCs or exemptions. This proactive handling by HASA has ensured minimal
disruption. The affiliated section’s focus is essential, and members of CAASA are encouraged to
actively interact with their sector’s association to enable a united approach to matters. We
cannot downplay the value of an industry response compared to companies acting alone, as
demonstrated by the number of exemptions and amok declinations.

We thank all members and affiliates for their ongoing contributions, collaboration, and
commitment to shaping a safer, more efficient aviation sector in Southern Africa.

Note: Often, due to strategy requirements and not playing our hands publicly, we may not be
able to report in this sort of fashion; however, as always, we are a phone call away and can

give deeper information as required.

Kevin
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-commercial-aviation-association-of-southern-africa/
https://www.facebook.com/CAASA2/
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As the year forges forward, why not 
take a moment to consider letting us know what your flight plans look like,
what you’ve recently done, or what you intend to do that the world should

read about.

To that end, CAASA would like to support our valued member’s endeavours by
offering the opportunity to participate and contribute to our monthly newsletters in
the months ahead. 

1. Your company logo (JPG or PDF)

2. Your company overview, along with the products and/or services you offer (long
short form) 

3. Share any significant milestones (again, long or short form and any supporting
visuals (JPG or PDF) – Optional

4. All your contact details, including your website and social media links.

Do this, and we’ll rack and stack your contribution for inclusion. We’ll also share the

final copy and the laid-out page(s) with you for review and approval before
publication.

Get involved and reap the benefits of getting your business in front of curated,
aviation-focused peers pro bono!

Reach out to our General Manager, Melissa Sewgolam (melissa@caasa.co.za) and

she’ll make sure your voice is heard amongst our fellow members and beyond. 

mailto:melissa@caasa.co.za




Click Here To View Our Sales Brochure

https://www.aadexpo.co.za/portal/sales-brochures




Click Here To Sponsor Or Donate

Click Here To View Post Show Report

https://www.aadexpo.co.za/youth-development-programme/sponsors
https://www.aadexpo.co.za/media-resources/aad-show-reports


F Facebook

Instagram

X

LinkedIn

https://www.facebook.com/africaaerospaceanddefence/
https://www.facebook.com/africaaerospaceanddefence/
https://www.instagram.com/aadexpo/
https://x.com/aadexpo
https://www.linkedin.com/company/africaaerospaceanddefence/


Flying for a Cause: The Bateleurs and Their Impact on Conservation in Southern Africa
World Pilot Day – 26 April 2025

Westville, KZN, 26 April 2025 - On World Pilot Day, we salute the aviators who go beyond the
cockpit to make a meaningful difference — those who fly not for profit or prestige, but for
purpose. Among them, The Bateleurs, a South African-based non-profit organisation, stand
out for their extraordinary role in conservation across Southern Africa.

This dedicated group of volunteer pilots provide free aerial support to conservation and
environmental initiatives across the region. From above, they deliver critical insights that are
impossible to gather from the ground — uncovering the true scale of poaching activity,
habitat destruction, illegal land use, and the movement of endangered wildlife.

Their missions are diverse and far-reaching: from aerial surveys of marine life, assistance with
anti-poaching patrols, and wildlife rescues and relocations, to the collection of photographic
evidence for environmental litigation. The Bateleurs serve as a strategic link between
environmental passion and practical action, offering data, oversight, and mobility that many
conservation teams could otherwise never access.

Cont.
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Each mission flown represents more than just flight hours — it represents a personal
commitment. These pilots donate their time, aircraft, and expertise, driven by a deep-rooted
respect for the natural world and a desire to protect it. Their work is not only a testament to
their love for aviation but a reflection of their values.

This World Pilot Day, we honour these unsung heroes. The Bateleurs show us what’s possible
when pilots use their wings for good. Their story is one of courage, collaboration, and hope
— proving that when pilots and conservationists come together, they can change the future
of our planet.

Fly for nature. Fly for change. Fly with purpose.

For more information or media inquiries, please contact:

Raewyn du Toit
Communications
The Bateleurs

M: 072 863 6916
E: raewyn@bateleurs.org
W: www.bateleurs.org 

About The Bateleurs

The Bateleurs offers a free-of-charge aerial service to conservation organisations in need, granting
them an aerial vantage point for assessing environmental concerns. This aims to enhance decision-

making. By affording policymakers, conservationists, scientists, media, community leaders, and
activists a high-up view of our region, The Bateleurs significantly contributes to safeguarding it.
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A New Chapter Begins for AEROSUD

Jaco Olivier takes the helm as CEO of Aerosud Aviation, succeeding Johan Steyn as he
retires after years of dedicated leadership.

 

Jaco and Johan have been working together over the past 20 years in various roles and in
different Aerosud companies, as well as exploring several SME endeavours. Their last journey
started in 2014, after the significant restructuring of the Aerosud Group of Companies –
Johan as CEO and Jaco as CFO. 

The darkest days were no doubt during and shortly after the covid pandemic. With extreme
dedication and commitment to Aerosud, and its stakeholders (internal and external) the two
man team were responsible for securing Customer support which has put the company on a
growth trajectory ever since. Securing a long term industrial partner and investor will round
off this last phase perfectly.

As Johan passes the torch, we honour his steadfast dedication and the legacy he leaves
behind. With Jaco stepping into the role of CEO, Aerosud is poised to continue its upward
momentum — stronger, more resilient, and ready to embrace the future. 

Here’s to a new chapter, built on decades of trust, leadership, and
shared vision.
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The Aircraft Maintenance Organisation of South Africa (AMOSA) serves as the
representative body for Aircraft Maintenance Organisations (AMOs) across South
Africa, advocating for their interests and needs to the regulatory authorities.

AMOSA’s membership encompasses small, single-person AMOs to larger
organisations operating within the fixed-wing, rotary-wing, 

and accessories sectors. 

As the sole aviation maintenance association officially recognised by the South African
Government under the Commercial Aviation Association of Southern Africa (CAASA),
AMOSA represents AMOs on various regulatory committees at the Civil Aviation
Authority. AMOSA uses these platforms to amplify the voices of AMOs and prioritise the
industry’s sustainability.

Committed to protecting the diverse interests of AMOs serving both commercial and
private aircraft owners, AMOSA actively engages in regulatory processes. It ensures
that organisations’ unique challenges and requirements, regardless of size, are
considered during the formulation and implementation of regulations. 

Additionally, AMOSA liaises with the Civil Aviation Authority to address common issues
across the industry during routine interactions between the Authority and AMOs. By
approaching these challenges collectively, AMOSA facilitates resolution and promotes
operational efficiency.

To join CAASA/AMOSA, please email melissa@caasa.co.za
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Sean Murphy has over 30 years of experience in aircraft maintenance for large and small
fixed-wing and rotary aircraft.

His journey began in Europe, where he completed his apprenticeship and earned an
engineering degree. In 1996, a short-term contract in South Africa became a turning point,
leading him to establish a career in Gauteng’s maintenance industry.

Sean has held various key positions throughout his career, including Accountable
Manager, General Manager, Quality Assurance Manager, Planning and Project

Manager at numerous Aircraft Maintenance Organisations (AMOs) and Original
Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs).

His academic achievements include a master’s degree in engineering from Wits University and
private pilot and drone licenses, providing him with a comprehensive understanding of the
industry’s technical and operational facets.

An active member of CAASA for over 10 years, Sean has served on the board and currently
serves as Council to the Board and is also the President of its affiliate, AMOSA (Aircraft
Maintenance Organisations South Africa). 

His commitment to CAASA/AMOSA represents his dedication to giving back to the
industry and country that have greatly influenced his career.
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Each month, we introduce you to the members of our CAASA Board and Council
 to give you context as to their qualification and overall commitment to our vital sector.

This month, we welcome our AMOSA President and CAASA Council Member,
Sean Murphy.


